October 18, 2006

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

VOTE ON NOVEMBER 7th

On Tuesday, November 7th, in states across the nation, Americans will be given the opportunity to choose their representatives on the federal, state and local levels.   

I truly believe that your vote is your voice in the democratic process.   Furthermore, I believe that when people choose not to vote, democracy loses.   Voting is the heart and soul of democracy.   Voting is what makes representative government possible.

I am saddened by the fact that of all those people eligible to vote only about 50% of them actually register to vote.   Of the 50% who do register, about one-third vote in a primary election, and from 50% to 75% usually vote in a general election.   In Maryland’s 2002 gubernatorial general election, 62% of the state’s registered voters cast ballots.   In the 2004 Presidential Election, 78% of the State’s registered voters cast ballots. 

Every so often, someone will say to me, “My one vote will never be missed.   It won’t make a difference.”   That is wrong.   History shows us how one or a very few votes has made the difference in an election.

In 1920, women won the right to vote by just one vote.   Tennessee, the last state needed to pass the constitutional amendment, ratified the women’s right to vote by just one vote.  In 1997, Vermont State representative Sydney Nixon won by one vote.   However, on a recount, he lost by one vote.   

In 1978, a handful of votes in a Pennsylvania Legislature’s election gave control of the House to the Democrats.  In 1980, Patty Cafferata defeated Bob Kerns in the primary election for a Nevada Assembly seat by one vote.   In 1960, JFK won the presidency by one vote per precinct in Illinois.

As I see it, voting is both our privilege and our duty.   I urge you to vote for the candidates of your choice on November 7th.

Despite reports of problems at the polls in the Primary election, I expect the hard-working men and women who serve our community as election judges will have every poll in the 8th District up and running on time and without major problems.  Should you or someone you know be unable to get to the polls on election day, please feel free to contact me and I will have an absentee ballot request form sent to you.  If you do need to vote by absentee ballot and have not yet requested one, please hurry as the deadline to mail-in a request is fast approaching.

Again, please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other issue of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.
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