March 25, 2005

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT

For those of you who may have gotten a notice of your vehicle registration renewal fee from the Department of Transportation, along with a letter stating that:

“The Maryland General Assembly has approved a fee increase for Vehicle Registration (Chapter 9, Laws of 2004 – House Bill 1467).   The increase takes effect July 1, 2004.”

That is the truth.   But it is not the whole truth.   And it is not nothing but the truth.

The truth of the matter is that the bill to increase the vehicle registration fees was Governor Ehrlich’s bill.   Governor Ehrlich initiated the bill.   And Governor Ehrlich asked the General Assembly to pass the bill.

I also want to note that I did not vote for the Governor’s bill.  I voted against raising your motor vehicle registration fees.

It is in response to the Administration’s bending of the truth and spending taxpayers’ money to do it, that I am supporting House Bill 1479.  http://mlis.state.md.us/2005rs/billfile/hb1479.htm
This bill prohibits agencies of government from engaging in such practices to mislead the citizens of Maryland.   

If Governor Ehrlich wants to use Transportation Trust Fund monies to balance the budget, that is his prerogative.  But to blame the General Assembly for his fee increase that replenished the Transportation Trust Fund is misleading and wrong.
