August 23, 2005

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF THE 8TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

NEEDED:  TOUGHER LAWS TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM SEX OFFENDERS

All states, including Maryland, have adopted Megan’s Law, which requires that when convicted child offenders are released from prison they must register their address with law enforcement officials.   In Maryland, the most dangerous of these offenders must verify their address every 90 days for the rest of their lives.   Less dangerous offenders are required to register annually for a period of ten years.

Unfortunately, registering sexual predators and monitoring them closely does not provide enough protection for young children.   During the past several months, registered sex offenders raped and murdered children in Florida, Idaho and North Dakota.

The 2006 Maryland General Assembly will be considering several proposals dealing with sex offenders.   These proposals range from imposing tougher mandatory sentences to prohibiting sex offenders from living or loitering near schools, playgrounds and any other places where children congregate.   

I support these bills as well as a measure to require involuntary confinement of the most dangerous offenders in secure mental institutions when they are released from prison.   According to the bill, patterned after law in fourteen states, the offender may be released from the mental institution only after medical experts agree that he is no longer a threat to public safety.    The U. S. Supreme Court has upheld the constitionality of the law because offenders are being treated and are not subjected to preventive incarceration.

In addition, steps must be taken to make the sex offender registry more accurate.   It is estimated that the addresses of nearly 20% of the 4,300 offenders in the Maryland registry are questionable.

A possible proposal for greater registry accuracy would require all offenders to verify their addresses in person, rather than by mail.     

In Baltimore County, there are about 565 registered sex offenders.   Auxiliary police officers confirm the addresses of child sex offenders at least once a year.

Let’s face it, most sexual predators cannot be rehabilitated.   Former Director of the Patuxent Institute and the current assistant Secretary for the Maryland Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Richard B. Rosenblatt, stated many sex offenders are untreatable and will forever repeat their conduct.   He said, “It’s our feeling they ought to be removed from the public at large since they will re-offend.”   I couldn’t agree more.

Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding this or any other legislative issue of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.

