November 17, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BROMWELL BILL TO COMBAT METHAMPHETAMINE ADDICTION

Describing methamphetamine as “the number one drug that police battle today,” Delegate Eric Bromwell (D. Baltimore Co. 8th) said he will sponsor legislation to make it more difficult for illegal meth labs to make the drug.

Nonprescription cold and allergy drugs, which are sold over the counter, contain pseudoephedrine, a chemical derivative of amphetamine and a prime ingredient needed to make methamphetamine.  

 Bromwell’s bill, patterned after Oklahoma law, requires pharmacies and other stores that sell these medications to keep them behind the counter, require the purchaser to present identification and maintain a log of purchasers.

Bromwell noted that, “Methamphetamine, known as ‘the poor man’s cocaine,’ has swept its way from the rural areas into the suburbs and across all social and economic boundaries.”  Meth is cheap, highly addictive and relatively easy to make.  The pseudoephedrine is extracted from the cold pills and cooked with other chemicals like iodine and anhydrous ammonia over high heat.    When ingested, the compound releases a burst of dopamine in the brain, which produces a strong, long lasting euphoric effect.   Meth-making operations have been uncovered in all 50 states.    

The federal Drug Enforcement Administration estimates that more than 12 million Americans have tried methamphetamine, and 1.5 million are regular users.   In a survey of 500 law enforcement agencies by the National Association of Counties, 58% of the agencies said meth is their biggest drug problem, compared with only 19% for cocaine, 17% for pot and 3% for heroin. 

Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics reports a 90% decrease in meth lab seizures since it enacted pseudoephedrine-restricting legislation.   According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, thirty-seven states, including neighboring Virginia, impose restrictions on the sale of pseudoephedrines.  A federal law also limits consumers to purchasing three packages of the drug in any single transaction.

“I am hopeful that the 2006 General Assembly session will approve legislation to curb the manufacture and traffic of this lethal drug,” said Bromwell.

