December 7, 2004

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“NO” TO DRIVER’S LICENSES FOR ILLEGAL ALIENS

Allowing foreigners living in the United States illegally to get driver’s licenses is an issue that won’t go away.   

 U. S. House of Representatives members, who want to keep illegal aliens from obtaining driver’s licenses, are demanding that the prohibition be part of the legislation, recommended by the 9/11 Commission.  Several state legislatures, including the Maryland General Assembly, have considered bills to make it impossible for undocumented immigrants to get driver’s licenses.   

Although I supported its passage, the legislation was defeated.

However, the 2003 General Assembly did approve the establishment of a Task Force to study the issue and make recommendations to the 2005 Assembly.   The Task Force recently recommended that current Maryland license restrictions remain in force.   As it now stands, state law makes it nearly impossible for illegal immigrants to get a license because the Motor Vehicle Administration – MVA – requires foreign born license applicants, who do not possess a birth certificate, to prove their identity with official documents, such as a passport with a valid immigration stamp or green card.   Only someone living in the country legally would have these documents.

It cannot be emphasized too strongly that in today’s world, a driver’s license is practically a national identity card.   Illegal immigrants who possess a valid driver’s license can board planes, rent vehicles and buy weapons or explosives.   A driver’s license is a virtual “open sesame” to the world of rights and privileges enjoyed by legal U. S. residents.

The nineteen terrorists responsible for the tragedy of September 11 had 63 valid driver’s licenses issued by five different states.

Since 9/11, bills to restrict immigrant access to driver’s licenses have been debated in 30 states.   Currently 25 states have enacted laws stopping illegal immigrants from obtaining licenses.
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According to the Center for Immigration Studies, 34 million immigrants now live in the U. S. Of that number, about 10 million of them live here illegally.   It is estimated that at least 44,000 illegal immigrants live in Maryland.

Those who support allowing illegal immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses claim that such action would increase highway safety because it would increase the numbers of those who receive driver training and purchase auto insurance.

When California began allowing illegal immigrants to obtain licenses, the U. S. Border Control, an advocacy group, asked the Homeland Security Agency to ban the use of California driver’s licenses as identification for boarding planes.   

Certainly, I favor measures to enhance highway safety, but allowing illegal immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses is one highway safety measure I will not support.   As I see it, the greater urgency is to keep Maryland from becoming one of the states where it is easy for illegal immigrants to get driver’s licenses.

Sincerely,

Eric Bromwell
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