August 17, 2004

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

BROMWELL RESPONDS TO TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY FLANAGAN

I feel I must respond to a recent Letter to the Editor from Transportation Secretary Robert L. Flanagan, titled “Road project was approved no thanks to Bromwell.”   I want to set the record straight.

Mr. Flanagan is correct in stating that I voted against legislation to raise transportation revenue.   Indeed, I did vote against substantial increases in vehicle registration fees from $81 to $128 for passenger cars and from $107 to $179 for SUVs and pickups.   Mr. Flanagan is also correct in claiming that the car tax passed the House of Delegates by only two votes.

In his letter, Secretary Flanagan also states, “Legislators who did not cast this tough vote should not expect to receive credit where none is due.”   Certainly, I can understand that.   I have not, nor will I ever seek credit for voting for a substantial car tax, when I know such a vote would have been against the wishes of an overwhelming majority of 8th District residents.   In recent weeks, I have been flooded with phone calls, e-mails and letters from constituents outraged by the car tax increases.

Mr. Flanagan is, however, incorrect in leading people who live in the 8th District to believe that a $4.5 million project to improve traffic safety on Belair Road is immediately pending.  Nothing could be further from the truth.   In fact, the proposed project has not even left the drawing board.  According to the State Highway Administration (SHA), no project has been approved.   If it has been approved, it is the best kept secret in Perry Hall.

The SHA has yet to meet with individual Belair Road business owners and operators.   Local business and community input and approval must be an integral part of any road project to improve Belair Road safety. 
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When Belair Road was widened many years ago, an Advisory Council of business owners, traffic engineers and community leaders was formed to craft a plan to make Belair Road safer and more accessible.   This is the way any plan to make changes to the artery should proceed.   To that end, On August 30, at the request of the 8th District State Senator and Delegates, the SHA has called a meeting of local business owners, elected officials, the Perry Hall Improvement Association and the Perry Hall-White Marsh Business Association to seek input on the Belair Road project.

I believe strongly that in keeping with the best interests of the community, all community interests should be involved intricately with the planning and execution of Belair Road changes.

Sincerely,

Eric Bromwell
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