March 29, 2004

TO:  8TH DISTRICT RESIDENTS

FROM:   DELEGATE ERIC BROMWELL

On Friday, March 26th, I cast one of the most important votes in my two years in office.

I VOTED AGAINST THE TAX INCREASE, PROPOSED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES,  Michael E. Busch.

In doing so, I broke with the Democrat Party House Leadership.

The tax increase, which was approved on a 75-65 vote, did not pass with enough votes to override the Governor’s sure-to-come veto.   In addition, the chances for approval of the tax increase package in the Senate are virtually nonexistent. 

The tax increase adopted in the House will increase:

· The sales tax from 5% to 6% and apply it to some services not now taxes.

· The 4.75% state income tax to 6% for taxable income over $150,000 for individual filers and $200,000 for joint filers.   The temporary tax bracket would last for 5 years.

· The cost to title a vehicle from 5% to 6% of the vehicle’s value.

· The corporate income tax rate from 7% to 7.9%.

I believe I was elected to represent the people of the 8th Legislative District.   I am duty-bound to bring your voice to Annapolis.   It is a responsibility I take very seriously.   In calls and letters, you have stated your opposition to tax increases.   In voting against the proposed tax increase, I believe I have reflected your voice in the democratic process.

Sincerely,

Eric Bromwell 

