August 17, 2006

TO: THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

NEW STATE LAW TOUGHER ON PEDOPHILES

The recent General Assembly special session approved new law, which I supported, to require the imposition of tougher penalties and establish stricter monitoring of convicted sex offenders.

The new law imposes a mandatory minimum sentence of 25 years for anyone 18 years of age or older convicted of a first-degree rape or first-degree sexual offense of a child under 13.   It imposes a minimum 5-year sentence for anyone convicted of second-degree rape or second-degree sexual offense of a child under 13.  With the signing of the bill into law, Maryland became the 21st state to impose mandatory minimum sentences against sex offenders.

In addition, the new law bars sex offenders from school property without written permission from local school officials, requires notification to school administrators when a child sex offender resides, works or attends school nearby and requires child sex offenders to register with local law enforcement agencies every three months and have updated photographs taken annually.  All registrants must provide a DNA sample.

 The minimum time a sex offender must register with a law enforcement agency is extended from 10 to 20 years.  Under the new law, failure to register is changed from a misdemeanor crime to a more serious felony and the maximum penalty is increased from imprisonment for three years and a $5,000 fine to five years and a $10,000 fine.

The law also extends parole supervision of a convicted child sex offender to between three years and life, depending on a pre-release clinical evaluation.

Frankly, I support even tougher penalties for child sex offenders.   I favor a law on the books in Kansas and 14 other states that sends convicted violent sexual predators to mental hospitals for an indefinite time at the completion of their prison sentence.  They can obtain release only when clinical experts determine that they are no longer a danger to the public.   This law just about locks the door and throws away the key for violent sexual predators.   And that’s just fine with me.

Most child sex offenders will repeat their crimes, which often escalate in intensity until the sex offense results in the victim’s murder. 

According to the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, there are 4,335 offenders currently registered on the Maryland sex offender registry.   About 500 to 600 new offenders are added annually.   The majority of offenders on the registry are required to continue registering for life.

Maryland has a new hot line to notify people when convicted sex criminals move into their neighborhoods.  If you want to be informed when sex offenders move nearby, call 866-559-8017.  Enter your phone number and zip code.   When state officials receive notice that a registered sex offender is moving into your area, you will receive a notification call.   You will be directed to the sex offender registry at http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/onlineservs/socem/mas.shtml for more information.

Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative issue of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.

