August 31, 2006

TO: THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

2006 EARLY VOTING IS KILLED BY APPEALS COURT

On Friday, August 25th, Maryland’s highest court struck down the early voting law that passed the General Assembly in 2005, declaring it unconstitutional.

The Court of Appeals stated that the law, which provided for five days of voting before the September 12th primary and the November 7th general election, violated the State constitution.  Current law allows voters to cast ballots only on a single day in September and November.

The Court decision means that the only way Maryland can establish early voting legally is with the voter approval of an amendment to the State constitution on referendum.   The earliest that could occur is in the 2008 Presidential election.

I support the concept of early voting because I believe that increasing opportunity and accessibility for people to vote is a positive thing.  However, I did not vote for the early voting bill because I was apprehensive about Maryland having neither a verification process, nor the technology to prevent people from voting early and then again on Election Day.   Frankly, I was concerned that without proper security in place, voter fraud and election irregularities might occur.

Fortunately, Marylanders who do want to vote early can do so by absentee ballot.   A new law, which I supported, provides that anyone wishing to vote by absentee ballot can do so without having to specify a reason.   Maryland is the 30th state to approve these “on-demand” absentee ballots.

To request an absentee ballot, call the Baltimore County Board of Elections at 410-887-5700.   The deadline for requesting an absentee ballot in writing for the September 12th primary election is September 5th.   The written request deadline for the November 7th general election is Tuesday, October 31.

For more information about voting in the upcoming elections, you may also visit the Baltimore County Board of Elections website at:

 http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/agencies/elections/index.html

I hope you find this information useful.  As always, please do not hesitate to contact me regarding this or any other legislative issue of concern to you.   I encourage and welcome your input.

