February 3, 2009

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY
Ever since the death penalty was reinstated in 1978, opponents of the penalty have been trying unsuccessfully to abolish it.   During the 2008 session, for the fourth time in the past 16 years, the General Assembly approved legislation to create a state commission to study and provide an assessment of the death penalty’s merits and costs. 
No matter where one stands on the death penalty, whether for or against, everyone is tired of the endless studies which make no firm recommendations.   
In 1993, the Governor’s Commission on the Death Penalty concluded that the racial disparity in the death penalty “was a legitimate concern.” In 1996, the Governor’s Task Force on the Fair Imposition of Capital Punishment concluded “racial disparity in the death penalty “remains a cause of concern” that can require further study.  In 2000, a University of Maryland study concluded that the race of the offender did not have a significant impact on the process, but that the jurisdiction where the murder was prosecuted was relevant because some county State’s Attorneys asked for the death penalty more frequently.     In December 2008, The Maryland Commission on Capital Punishment, in a 13-9 vote recommended the repeal of capital punishment.
The Governor supports the repeal of capital punishment.   Baltimore County State’s Attorney Scott Shellenberger and State’s Attorney Douglas Gansler were two of the nine votes against the Commission’s recommendation for repeal   Shellenberger said, “There is quite simply no proof of racial bias in any decisions to seek the death penalty.”  The “jurisdictional disparity” among state’s attorneys who seek the death penalty and those who do not is no reason to strike down capital punishment.   As for this delegate, I believe there are some crimes so heinous and violent that the death penalty is an appropriate punishment.
Because most believe the death penalty repeal will not have the votes to be approved in the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee, it has been suggested that perhaps the repeal should be put on referendum for the people to vote it up or down.   However, the latest poll taken shows that 53% of Marylanders favor the death penalty.
Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative issue of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.

