December 29, 2008

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

AMERICA SPENDS MORE ON HEALTH CARE AND GETS LESS FOR IT
According to a recent study conducted by the nonpartisan Commonwealth Fund and published last month in Health Affairs, the U. S. spends more than any other nation on health care and has less to show for it.

Specifically, the study concluded that high costs, wasteful treatment and lack of access as certain signs of a system in urgent need of reform.  The study compared U. S. medical care to care in Australia, Canada, the U.K., New Zealand and Germany and found that despite having the most costly system in the world, the U. S. consistently underperforms.  Compared to the five nations, the U.S. system ranks last or next to last in quality of care, access, efficiency, equity and healthy lives, the basic measurements used to assess a health care system.
A Worldwide Health Organization (WHO), the U.S. spends 16% of its gross national product on health care.  That is more than any other nation in the world.   We spend an average of $8,000 a year per American on health care, double the average of wealthy countries.  Yet, the U. S. ranks 37th out of 191 countries in performance.  France, Italy and Spain scored the highest.
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) reveals that only 22 countries had larger infant mortality rates than the U.S.    
The CIA World Factbook’s latest update informs that the U.S. life expectancy of 78.14 years, gives us a rank of 46th out of 223 countries, placing us behind almost all other advanced industrialized countries.  Japan has a life expectancy rate of 82.07 years and Canada with a life expectancy rate of

81.16 rank near the top.

Our health care system is clearly dysfunctional.   In the United States, there are 47 million working men and women who are without health care coverage.  In 1991, Pennsylvania Senator Harris Woford pointed out that this nation provides that every criminal is entitled to have a lawyer.  He asked shouldn’t every sick person be entitled to have a doctor?   Something as basic to life as health care should be every person’s right.   The need for significant health reform is as apparent as it is urgent.

Note: Periodic Update: FACING THE FUTURE
In my previous periodic update, it seems that I made a miscalculation when I said:
"Certainly, we are all aware that the economy has slid into recession, 
millions of people have lost their homes in the subprime mess..."
While the exact number of people who have lost their homes is difficult to determine, the number in the United States is more likely in the tens of thousands to hundreds of thousands of individuals and families that have lost their homes in this mortgage crisis.  Please accept my sincere apology for this miscalculation.
Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative matter of concern to you.  I continue to encourage and welcome your input.
