September 23, 2008

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

BALTIMORE COUNTY SCHOOLS BENEFIT FROM INCREASED FUNDING
It is my pleasure to inform you that significant increases in education dollars for Baltimore County’s 171 public schools from K-12 have been made by the O’Malley Administration.   State aid to the County’s schools has increased 17%, from $443 million to $519 million.   Money for County school construction soared 303.9%, from $23.1 million in FY 04-05 to $93.3 million in FY 08-09.

As Chairman of the Baltimore County Delegation to the Maryland House of Delegates, I have been a strong supporter of education funding increases.  For the past six years, I have joined my colleagues in lobbying the O’Malley Administration and Board of Public Works for adequate funding for our County schools.   To me, quality education is the key to helping children achieve their full potential, while assuring a thriving workplace and a strong economy.

The state’s investment in Baltimore County’s public schools and its 105,000 students has paid off in real terms.  Baltimore County now ranks 4th in the rate of graduation, among 50 of the nation’s largest school districts.   According to Education Week, Baltimore County has an 80.3% graduation rate.   That rate is higher than the State’s average graduation rate of 73.6% and the nation’s rate of 70.6%.

When Baltimore County’s students returned to school this year, they returned to the first school system in the region with wireless high-speed Internet access in each of its 171 school buildings.  Wireless access will provide more flexibility, enabling students, teachers and administrators to access the Internet simultaneously.   This also frees up much needed classroom space that would otherwise be devoted to permanent computer labs.

Only 45% of the nation’s public schools with Internet use wireless connections.  Most schools in the area rely on wireless labs or wireless laptop carts that are wheeled from classroom to classroom.

With its wireless high-speed Internet access in all schools, Baltimore County’s school system is leading the way to the education wave of the future.  As your Delegate, I am proud to be a part of that process.
Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative issue of concern to you.  As always, I encourage and welcome your input.
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