July 10, 2008

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

NO! TO MAKING GENERIC DRUGS HARDER TO GET
For years, many drug manufacturers have been waging war by trying to decrease the dispensing of lower-price generic drugs.  Drug makers backed legislation to put restrictions on pharmacists’ ability to dispense cost-saving generic drugs during the 2008 General Assembly, and will likely try again in 2009.  I will again oppose this legislation.
The legislation, already law in Utah and Tennessee, prohibits pharmacists from dispensing the generic version of a drug unless they first inform or get permission from the prescribing doctor.   This obstacle delays and needlessly complicates filling of the prescription.  Lawrence Brown, director of the Center for Medication Therapy Management at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center, stated, “It’s putting a fix to a problem that doesn’t exist.”  The legislation is opposed by the Maryland Board of Pharmacy and the National Association of Chain Drug Stores. 

It should be noted that before a generic drug can be sold, it must be certified by the federal Food & Drug Administration –FDA - as safe to take the place of the more expensive brand-name drug.   Once the FDA approves the generic drug, almost every state including Maryland, gives pharmacists the authority to substitute a generic drug, unless the prescribing doctor specifically orders the brand-name drug.  
Generic drugs are a major factor in keeping health care spending down.  Studies estimate generic drugs save consumers up to $20 billion annually.  When new brand-name drugs come on the market, they have patents.  Generic drugs cannot be substituted for brand-name drugs until the patent expires.  Usually, the cost of drug research and development is recouped by the manufacturer during the drug’s first year on the market.   Three brand-name drugs for epilepsy, which earn over $5 billion annually for drug manufacturers, are slated for generic substitution this year.
With rising prices on gas, food, health care and electricity, only unbridled corporate greed would seek to make people pay excessive prices for medicines to improve their health and save their lives.

Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative issue of concern to you.  As always, I encourage and welcome your input.
