June 5, 2008

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

EQUAL HIGHER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY FOR IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN VETS
Although providing equal higher education opportunities for Iraq and Afghanistan War vets is a federal issue, I want to raise my voice on behalf of Maryland’s 10,000 veterans who have served in these wars.
A bi-partisan bill, sponsored by Senator James Webb (D. Virginia), has just gained Senate approval 77-22 and has already received House approval.   The legislation provides for Iraq and Afghanistan war vets the same educational and training opportunities offered to WW II vets by the 1944 G. I. Bill of Rights and to Korean, Vietnam and Desert Storm vets by the 1984 Montgomery G. I. Bill.   Nearly 10 million vets have obtained higher education or post high school from these programs.
The problem with Senator Webb’s veterans’ education bill is that the President has threatened to veto it because he and other opponents of the bill believe it will impact negatively on military re-enlistment rates.   Opponents are supporting another less generous veteran education benefit plan, which will cost $38 billion over 10 years, compared to the Webb bill’s cost of $52 billion over the same period.
The less expensive alternative legislation provides that education benefits be awarded to veterans according to their length of service.  In other words, those vets who served longer would get greater education benefits than those who served less time.   Frankly, I find that unacceptable.   The previous G. I. education bills did not make a distinction about veterans’ length of service to mete out benefits.   All veterans were treated the same.   

The nature of the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts is such that is that war fatalities and injuries, both physical and psychological have nothing to do with how long they have served.   All the brave men and women who serve in Iraq prepared to make the same sacrifices.   They should be entitled to the same education benefits.
Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative issue of concern to you.   As always, I continue to encourage and welcome your input.
