February 19, 2008

TO:   THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

DEMOCRACY DEMANDS THAT EVERY VOTE COUNT & THAT EVERY VOTE IS COUNTED
When we go the polls to vote, we should be confident that our vote will be counted.   Regrettably, that is not always true.   Election day machine breakdowns, glitches and the absence in many states, including Maryland, of a separate process to verify our votes has made many of us doubt the veracity of our voting system.

Currently, Marylanders vote on all-electronic system, Diebold machines, where the only vote verification possible is to view what the machine recorded.   A National Institute of Standards and Technology report declares that a lack of a paper trail for each vote “is one of the main reasons behind continued questions about voting system security and diminished public confidence in elections.”  The report agreed wholeheartedly with the claim of the computer security community that “a single 
programmer could rig a major election.”
A RABA Technologies of Columbia study, commissioned by the Maryland Senate and House of Delegates, backed paper voting receipts as “absolutely necessary.”   Johns Hopkins computer science professor Avi D. Rubin called a voter verified paper trial urgently needed because without it, it is impossible to b e certain if elections are accurate.

For the past few years, there has been strong legislative support, including this Delegate, for a paper trail to verify our votes.   Finally, the 2007 General Assembly approved the use of voting machines with a paper trail.   I look forward to the new opti-scan paper ballot machines that will be bought and installed in time for the 2010 election.

Thank you for your time.  I hope you will contact me again soon if you have questions or concerns regarding this or any other issue.

