TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

November 26, 2007

“NO” TO SPECIAL SESSION TAX INCREASES

Dear Constituent,

At 2:30 a.m. on November 19th, the Special Session of the Maryland General Assembly adjourned after approving most of Governor O’Malley’s plan to fix an anticipated $1.7 billion budget deficit with a series of tax increases.

I voted against the Governor’s tax bills, which raised the sales tax from 5 cents to 6 cents.  The bills also expanded the entire 6 cents to computer services, which are not currently taxed.   The legislative package also increased the titling tax on cars from 5% to 6%, and the state tax on cigarettes from $1 to $2.   Also increased were the corporate income tax from 7% to 8.25%, and an increased tax on hotel rooms.

About 80% of the Governor’s remedy for eliminating the budget deficit is composed of regressive taxes.  I believe that such taxes take a bigger bite out of people with lower incomes.   Whatever break working families will get through reform of the state income tax brackets, will be erased and more than offset by the approval of a $1.4 billion a year increase in taxes.

While I appreciate the Governor’s attempt to erase a deficit that in all fairness was created by neither him nor his predecessor, I could not in good conscious support this budget plan.  I regard this plan as an extreme tax burden on the working families I represent.  Passage of this plan represents the largest tax increase in the history of our State.   Furthermore, I disagree with the Governor calling a three-week Special Session, giving my constituents little or no time for input.  But to the thousands of you who were able to contact me, I am extremely grateful.

I did vote for a Budget Reconciliation Act that directs the Governor to $550 million worth of cuts from the budget he will present to the upcoming 2008 General Assembly session. 

I regard my “no” vote against the proposed tax increases as a vote that keeps faith with my constituents.  Like the large majority of the people I represent, I oppose such tax increases.  I OPPOSED the hundreds of millions of dollars in fee and toll increases under Governor Ehrlich, and I have now voted AGAINST $1.4 billion in tax increases under Governor O’Malley.   

I regard my “yes” vote to cutting future spending by $550 million as keeping faith with my constituents who believe as I do…that Maryland must learn to live within its means and stop spending money it does not have.

Thanks again for taking the time to contact me.  Please do not hesitate to contact me again regarding this or any other issue of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.

Sincerely,

Delegate Eric M. Bromwell

