February 27, 2007

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8
NO! TO VOTING RIGHTS FOR CONVICTED FELONS
For over 30 years, the Maryland General Assembly has been inching toward letting more felons vote more quickly.  Before 1974, convicted felons lost their right to vote in Maryland.  However, in 1974, a law was approved to allow anyone convicted of one felony to vote, provided he or she completed the imposed sentence and any period of probation.  Then in 2002, the law was changed again to allow an individual convicted of more than one nonviolent felony to vote, provided the individual had completed his or her sentence, and three years had elapsed since it was completed.
A bill that was defeated last year is back for consideration.  This legislation would give convicted felons the right to vote immediately when they get out of jail.  Should that bill be approved, 150,000 felons would be able to vote in the upcoming presidential election.   Be assured. I will oppose this bill.
Sentencing Project, a Washington group promoting criminal justice reform estimates that 5.3 million Americans, or one in 41 adults nationwide, have lost their voting rights as a result of a felony conviction.   More than 110,000 Marylanders are currently prohibited from voting because of a felony conviction.
The District of Columbia and 15 states allow felons to vote after they are released from prison.   Four other states, including New York and California, restore a felon’s voting rights after release from prison and completion of parole.  Another 16 states restore voting privileges after a felon completes probation, prison and parole.  Up until 2000, Massachusetts allowed prison inmates to vote.   However, by a 60 to 40 margin, Massachusetts voters approved a constitutional amendment that prohibited prison inmates from voting until after release from prison.
I guess I’m just old fashioned, but I believe that a person commits a felony crime against another person, that’s a pretty serious deal.   We are a nation of laws.  As I see it, felony lawbreakers do not deserve the same voting rights enjoyed by a law-abiding citizen.  What do you think???

Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative matter of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.
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