TO: THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

ELECTRONIC MONITORING NEEDED TO STOP METH LABS IN MARYLAND

First and foremost, I want to say it’s been a honor serving you in the Maryland House of Delegates for the past 4 years.  I’m looking forward to hearing from you over the next 4 years as we move Maryland forward together.  Now back to work . . .

According to the U.N. World Drug Report, methamphetamine is the MOST ABUSED HARD DRUG IN THE WORLD.  In fact, there are more meth users worldwide than HEROINE AND COCAINE ADDICTS COMBINED.

Indeed, the number one drug that American police battle today is methamphetamine.  In fact, the number of meth labs seized in Maryland, Virginia and the District has increased from zero in 2000 to more than 80 in 2005.   

Over-the-counter, nonprescription cold and allergy drugs contain a chemical derivative of amphetamine called pseudoephedrine, a prime ingredient needed to make methamphetamine.

During the last legislative session, I sponsored legislation, patterned after Oklahoma law, to require pharmacies and other stores that sell these medications to keep them behind the counter, require the purchaser to present identification and maintain a log of purchasers.   

In March 2006, a federal law was approved to enforce these requirements, plus limiting the purchase of these medicines to only those eighteen years or older and to no more than 9 grams of pseudoephedrine a month.

While state and federal laws have helped reduce local meth lab production of methamphetamine, the federal law and many state laws have a significant flaw.   There is no computer tracking of the sale of these medicines.   Purchasers of pseudoephedrine can go from pharmacy to pharmacy store buying cold and allergy drugs in defiance of the law.
In coordination with Baltimore County Law Enforcement Officials, I plan to introduce legislation to establish a program within the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene – DHMH –to electronically monitor the sale of cold and allergy medicines containing pseudoephedrine.   

The measure requires pharmacies to report certain data to DHMH for each cold and allergy medicine containing pseudoephedrine dispensed.  The data will include:  the patient identifier…the medicine dispensed…the date the medicine is dispensed…the dispensed quantity… and the dispenser.   

Drug monitoring programs in 20 states, including neighboring Virginia and West Virginia, help identify prescription drug forgery and doctor shopping for illegal drugs.   These monitoring programs can also be used to prevent serial purchasing of pseudoephedrine medicines.

The federal Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) actively encourages states to establish prescription drug monitoring programs to curb abuse of prescription drugs.

The price of a drug electronic monitoring program, under $2 million, pales before the cost of human wreckage spawned by drug abuse and addiction.   The State of Maryland spends about $2 billion annually on the negative societal consequences of drug abuse, which range from crime to child abuse to unemployment to higher welfare costs, medical care and hospitalization.

According to the 2005 National Survey of Drug Use and Health, the number of meth users rose from 164,000 in 2002 to 257,000 in 2005.   Without an effective and comprehensive system to monitor dispensing of medicines containing pseudoephedrine, the meth labs will flourish and the illegal traffic in methamphetamine will persist.   Electronic monitoring programs will put teeth in federal and state laws to control the purchase of medicines containing pseudoephedrine.

We have an unprecedented opportunity to keep the most serious of hard drugs out of Maryland.  I look forward to working with law enforcement and my colleagues in the legislature to keep meth out of our State and out of our Communities.

If you have just a few minutes, please visit the following PBS websites to learn more about methamphetamine.

Map of the spread of Methamphetamine throughout the United States

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/meth/map/
Timeline of the Drug’s History

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/meth/etc/cron.html
Frontline: The Meth Epidemic

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/meth/

