October 25, 2006

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

PROHIBIT REGISTERED SEX OFFENDERS FROM LIVING CLOSE TO SCHOOLS
Letters and calls from constituents alerted me to the fact that two sex offenders on Maryland’s sex offender registry were living within a block of St. Ursula’s church school.

In response to their justified complaints, I will be introducing legislation in the upcoming 2007 General Assembly session to prohibit convicted sex offenders on the registry from living within 2,000 feet of a school, school bus stop, daycare facility, playground or other places where children congregate.

The pedophile legislation approved in the 2006 special session of the General Assembly forbids convicted sex offenders from going on school property without written permission from school authorities.  However, it imposes no residency requirements.   Once off school property, the new law offers children little protection from sex offenders.

Sex offenders, especially those offenders who victimize children, tend to repeat their crimes.  It just makes sense to prohibit them from living near places where significant numbers of children can be found.
Twenty-two states and hundreds of municipalities, in states that do not have sex offender residency requirements, have enacted some form of residency restrictions for sex offenders.   It is my hope that Maryland will become the 23rd state to enact such legislation.

Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other issue of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.   I want to thank the constituents in the St. Ursula community who called my attention to this particular problem.
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