March 6, 2006

TO:   THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 5B

GIVING VOTING RIGHTS TO ALL FELONS IS OUTRAGEOUS

Let me begin by assuring that I am opposed to House Bill 603, which will give all felons, no matter how many times they have been convicted of felonies, the right to vote immediately upon release from prison.

Currently, felons can vote in Maryland after they have completed all requirements of their sentence including parole, probation, payment of fines and restitution.   HB 603 allows them to vote as soon as the prison doors are swung open.

The bill, which has been killed in committee for the past three years, appears to have gathered support in the House.   If it passes, it will add an estimated 150,000 violent and nonviolent felons to the state’s voting rolls.   These convicted murderers, rapists and armed robbers would be able to vote in the statewide 2006 election.  The only good news about this bill is that the Governor has said he will veto it.

In 1974, the state law depriving felons of the right to vote for life was changed to allow anyone convicted of one felony to vote, as long as the individual completed his or her sentence and any requirements of that sentence, such as parole, fine payment or restitution.  In 2002, the law was changed again.  This time the law was changed to allow felons with multiple convictions of either violent or nonviolent crimes to be able to vote, provided they had completed the prison sentence and all requirements of that sentence, and three years had elapsed since that completion.

House Bill 603 throws the prison doors wide open, allowing all kinds of felons and repeat felons to vote as soon as they leave prison.   I find this absolutely outrageous.

I believe that, especially violent criminals, should lose their right to vote for life.   I am really sick and tired of a criminal justice system that coddles criminals.   The system allows violent crimes to be plea-bargained down to misdemeanors.  The system gives the death row inmate enumerable chances to find some legal technicality to overturn the sentence and at least ten years of life while the endless death penalty appeals process plays out.   Enough is enough.   Violent and repeat felons do not deserve the right to vote.

Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative matter of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.
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