February 20, 2006

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A FIRM “NO” TO PUTTING BALTO. CITY AND COUNTY JUVENILE SERVICES TOGETHER

Of all the terrible ideas ever conceived by the Ehrlich administration, the plan to combine Baltimore City and Baltimore County juvenile services as a regional entity is near the top of the list.

Let’s face it, this is nothing more or less than laying the City’s juvenile crime problems on the County’s doorstep.   Does anyone seriously think that Baltimore City is going to be getting an influx of Baltimore County juveniles?  What is going to happen is that Baltimore County is going to become the dumping ground for the City’s troubled juveniles.   And Baltimore County residents are going to have to bear the brunt of erasing the City-County boundary line for the purpose of housing juvenile offenders.

The Ehrlich juvenile services plan to make the City and the County a regional repository for juvenile offenders makes Baltimore County the scapegoat.   Now, Baltimore County will be required to house a regional new facility.   The site for the 96-bed facility has not been chosen.   And the Ehrlich administration will not tell anyone where it will be.

Because Baltimore County surrounds the City, it has always been victimized by the spillover of City crime.   The Ehrlich plan to make a City-County regional juvenile services entity adds salt to an open wound.   It makes the City and County one, with respect to juvenile services and juvenile crime.   Baltimore County is not Baltimore City.   However, when the Ehrlich juvenile services regional plan is implemented it will hard to tell the difference.

Sincerely,

Eric Bromwell

EB:jn

