February 13. 2006

TO:  THE PEOPLE OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 8

REMEMBERING AND HONORING OUR KOREAN WAR VETS

Recently, I introduced a House Joint Resolution urging the United States Congress to support legislation to grant a federal Charter to the Korean War Veterans Association, Incorporated.

The Resolution also expresses the General Assembly’s gratitude to veterans of the Korean War, honoring those who gave their lives in that war.   Additionally, the Resolution expresses support for the United States defense personnel currently assigned to South Korea.

It should be noted that the Korean War Veterans Association, Inc. is the only fraternal veterans association in our nation devoted exclusively to Korean War veterans.   Furthermore, it is the only United States member of the International Federation of Korean War Veterans Association.

Organizations of veterans of foreign wars and conflicts, occurring since the Korean War have been granted federal Charters.

The officers and members of the Korean War Veterans Association, Inc. are concerned for the well-being of the approximately 7,500,000 American military service members who served in the Korean War during actual hostilities and subsequently to preserve the freedom and independence of the Republic of Korea and the security of the United States.

On July 27, 2005, the 52nd anniversary of the signing of the Korean Armistice Agreement, House Resolution 3476 was introduced in the U. S. House of Representatives by Maryland Representative Steny Hoyer.  Maryland’s Senator Paul Sarbanes introduced S 1512 in the U. S. Senate.  Both bills ask for the granting of a federal Charter to the Korean War Veterans Association, Inc.

Granting a federal Charter represents no cost to the government.   What it does represent is a small expression of our appreciation for the extraordinary courage and sacrifice of our force in Korea.   It will afford the Association the long overdue status enjoyed by other major veteran organizations.

Please do not hesitate to contact me on this or any other legislative issue of concern to you.   As always, I encourage and welcome your input.
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