January 13, 2006

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GETTING THE FACTS STRAIGHT ON PERRY HALL MANSION FUNDING

I was surprised and shocked to read in the Times Herald’s January 6 issue that Baltimore County Executive Jim Smith did not include in his spending priorities “funding the restoration of the Perry Hall Mansion.”

The article goes on to create the misconception that the funding for the restoration is in doubt.   In fact, Delegate John Cluster stated, the mansion restoration was not one of County Executive Smith’s priorities.  Nothing could be farther from the truth.

Senator Kathy Klausmeier and I had extensive conversations with County Executive Smith on the issue of the mansion restoration.   The County Executive made it very clear that he does support this project, just as he has for the past few years.

Senator Klausmeier and I are completely mystified why the legislation to restore the mansion is not sponsored by all the 8th District delegates and only by Delegates Cluster and Boteler.   I would hate to think that petty partisan politics would be played on an issue of concern to the entire 8th District.   Although I was asked by Delegates Cluster and Boteler to be a co-sponsor of the bill for the past two years, during this election year I was not asked.   To me, that is nothing but petty partisan politics.

As a strong supporter of the legislation to restore the mansion, and the only 8th District delegate to actually live in Perry Hall, I find the action of Delegates Cluster and Boteler to be more in their own interest than in the interest of the 8th District.   I truly regret that.

Sincerely,

Eric M. Bromwell

